
TONY WALTON  FOUNDER & CEO 
OF BARRIER REEF POOLS

Mr. Walton leads a state of 
the pool industry discussion. 
Tony focuses on the future 
of the business and the trail-
blazing direction Barrier Reef 
Pools has and will continue to 
take moving forward. Barrier 
Reef is quickly becoming one of 
the most recognized fiberglass 
brands in america

MIKE GARZA  SOLID GOLD SEO
Companies will need to adapt 

their strategies and redirect 
their budgets to include such 
Marketing techniques in order 
to stay competitive and relevant 
in their particular niches. 

MIKE PETERSON 
SONCO POOLS & SPAS
The anti-salesperson approach 
to better sales... Join Mike 
Peterson at the Barrier Reef 
Pools celebration as he speaks 
about the real world challenges 
we face as salespeople in the 
backyards of America! 

Mike Peterson is a 28 year veteran of the pool and 
spa industry. He is the current CEO of Sonco Pools 
and Spas, Peterson Sales and Distribution, and Sonco 
Paverscapes. His passion for sales dates back to the 
early 1990’s when Mike trained in the,”art of sales” with 
the Freedman group. 

He quickly became one of Watkins Mfg. top sales 
professionals in the country earning honors with the 

infamous Top Gun Team. Mike a lso became 
instrumental in the launch of the Caldera spa’s All Star 
Sales Team. Over the past 20 years Mike has traveled 
the country working with Watkins spa dealers and some 
of the industries best salespeople. Mike is a frequent 
contributor to Pool and spa News and he was chosen 
as the director of sales and marketing on the Pool and 
spa news “Dream Team”. Mike was also a partner in 
the sales training group KPW. Keegan, Peterson, 
and Welsh formed this dynamic group to assist manu-
factures and retail sales organizations with the develop-
ment of “Top Gun” type sales training programs. Mike’s 
company Sonco Pools and Spas has sold and installed 
over 1,800 swimming pools and he is currently the 
regional distributor for Barrier Reef Pools in Northern 
Illinois and Southern Wisconsin.

MATTHEW RAY  
LUXURY POOLS & LIVING
Matthew is the owner of Luxury 
Pools and Living in Columbus 
Ohio where he and his team 
have sold and installed 
hundreds of fiberglass swim-
ming pools. Matthew has been 
self-employed from a young age 
when he started a landscaping 

business which he sold after graduating.  After a brief 
time in the corporate sales world Matthew came back 
to the ‘trades’ preforming high end remodeling and con-
struction work in Central Ohio. Over the years Matthew 
has co created several web based software systems 
that have streamlined the way the business is able to 
manage leads, follow up, control inventory, price 
projects, create scopes and contracts, and of course 
sell more pools! Matthew will be discussing the 
features and functions of the new Barrier Reef 
Dashboard as well as how to help you get the most out 
of the dashboard for YOUR business.
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NINA ZAJAC  MODERN MOULDING
Modern Moulding’s foam 

cantilever pool coping will save 
you t ime and hassle .  Our 
innovative 6-step process will 
cut hours off of your installation 
and cleanup time. Our seven 
different profiles allow for dif-

ferent edging profiles, retractable pool covers, stamped 
concrete and even a tile inlay. 

RUSTY HOUSTON  
BARRIER REEF POOLS

Rusty has been in the rec-
reational industry for over 35 
years. He has spent the last 25 
years in the fiberglass boat 
industry, including manufactur-

ing, wholesale, and retail operations. Rusty’s expertise 
is quality management and customer care. Rusty shares 
Barrier reef/s goal to produce a high quality pool that 
every family will enjoy.

JOE RICCIO  FLUIDRA USA (ASTRAL POOLS)
No matter the size or shape, residential pools or 

Olympic pools, temporary or permanent, indoor or 
outdoor, for hotels or local communities, a sport 
complex or water park we have the capacity to provide 
the optimum solution. We have over 100 facilities 
located in 30 countries world-wide, and produce award-
winning heaters, pumps, filters, sanitization equipment, 
valves, competition equipment, and other products for 
the international pool and spa industry.

PAUL KETT FINDLAY VINYL
Findlay – Manufacturer of 

quality swimming pool safety 
covers and the official cover of 
Barrier Reef Fiberglass Pools.

NIGEL LEACH W.W. ADCOCK
Industry veteran, Nigel Leach, 

discusses Water Chemistry and 
its effects on Fiberglass Pools. 
The need for consumer educa-
tion is an essential part of the 
after sale to ensure years of 
maintenance free pool use. 

JOHN O’BRIEN  

FOUNDER & CEO OF POOL WERX
John O’Brien’s passion and 

experience in franchising is hard 
to rival. He is an inductee 
into the Franchise Council of 
Australia (FCA) Hall of Fame, 
past chair of the World, Asia 

Pacific, Australia and Queensland Franchise Coun-
cils and founding member of the Australian Fed-
eral Government (ACCC) franchise advisory group.

Over a solid 22 year history, John has developed his 
brand Poolwerx into an award winning system. Most 
notably being recognised by the FCA as Best Franchise 
System and amazingly, three times winner of Best 
Multi-Unit Franchisee (2012, 13 & 15).

John is also a keen contributor to the swimming pool 
sector where he co-founded and chaired the Swimming 
Pool Retail Association of Australia (SPRAA). He 
currently serves on the industry’s peak governing board, 
the Swimming Pool and Spa Association of Australia.   

Poised to be a global brand, Poolwerx has recently 
successfully launched into the USA. This is in addition 
to being Australia and New Zealand’s largest pool retail 
and service group with nearly 100 stores, over 300 
service vehicles and over 250 active franchise 
territories.  

TROY HAZARD
ENTREPRENEURS’ ORGANIZATION

There are theory specialists 
and then there are those who 
have been there. Drawing from 
a lifetime of innovative, real life 
experience, Hazard now shares 

with businesses his powerful Lessons from the Edge. 
Hazard’s business talents earned him international 

respect, so much so that he was elected by the world’s 
foremost business leaders for the role of Global 
President of the Entrepreneurs’ Organization. Troy’s 
experiences in the business world have allowed him 
valuable insight into the workings of organizations and 
the minds of customers. Insight he shares as a speaker, 
best selling author and seasoned Television Host.
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